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Project summary
This project is exploring potential future scenarios for
the Torres Strait and will identify ‘no regrets’
strategies to improve livelihoods and achieve
sustainable economic development. The project will
help to deliver ongoing initiatives promoting climate
adaptation, alternative livelihoods and economic
development in the region.

Why this research is needed
The low-lying islands of the Torres Strait are
vulnerable to climate change and the region faces a
range of pressures including a growing population,
future climate change, potential pollution as a result
of rapid mining and resources development in Papua
New Guinea, and increased shipping. In order to
create a sustainable future for the peoples of the
Torres Strait, it is important to understand potential
future environmental and economic changes and
proactively plan for them.

Research-user focus
The project will work with stakeholders to provide
important information for planners and other
decision-makers in the region. Research users
include the Torres Strait Regional Authority,
Australian Fisheries Management Authority, the
Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water,
Population and Communities, the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Queensland
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.
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Mer Island, Torres Strait (Source: John O’Halloran).

Outcomes
The main outcome of the project will be the improved
capacity of communities and other decision-makers in
the Torres Strait to anticipate and respond proactively
to future sustainability challenges through:
 Greater awareness of drivers of change at local and
regional scales.
 Exploration of alternative livelihoods and ‘no regrets’
strategies and policies.
 Increased capacity to avoid mal-adaptive strategies
 Development of community-based holistic plans to
support adaptation planning for climate change and
sustainability challenges.
 Future-proofing of relevant international, national
and regional policies and strategies to ensure
sustainable and resilient communities.
For more information about this project, contact:
Dr James Butler (CSIRO)
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